HHV-6 inhibition by two polar compounds.
Dimethyl sulphoxide and dimethyl formamide, two polar compounds and powerful cell differentiation inducers, inhibit HHV-6 infection when added to HHV-6-infected HSB2 cultures. This was established by a delay in the time-course of infection and in the development of virus-induced cytopathic effects. Furthermore, viral titration of supernatants showed a significant reduction (3 log10) of the number of infectious particles. Electron microscopy confirmed that viable cells and extracellular virions were present in the cultures containing the polar compounds, while in the non-treated cultures all cells were lysed and no extracellular virus was evident. The mode of action of these compounds is still unclear and warrants further investigation.